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Workshops for members of the NCU Advisory Task Force 
Organizers: NCU, EU TANCU project 

The last two workshops for the NCU Advisory Task Force 
(ATF) regarding the development and implementation of EU 
assistance programmes in Belarus took place on April 21st and  

June 23rd. The workshops provided further information on the 
EU technical assistance instruments and their practical use.  
Presentations were given by officials from the European 
Commission Delegation (ECD) to Ukraine and Belarus, and 
experts from the NCU and TANCU project. 

The third workshop took place on April 21st and concentrated 

on the European Neighborhood and Partnership Instrument 
(ENPI), as it is the most important EU technical assistance 
instrument for Belarus. The NCU and TANCU project experts 
gave a detailed overview of the ENPI as a whole and 
described the programmes within this instrument, as well 
those of other EU instruments available to Belarus. 

The June workshop was devoted to EU tender evaluation 

procedures. The main speakers were officials of the ECD to 
Ukraine and Belarus in Kiev. Mr. Giovanni Capellino told the 
audience how to use the Practical Guide to Contract 
Procedures for EC External Actions (PRAG). Ms. Vitaliya 
Stasyuk described in great detail EC tender evaluation 
procedures and gave some real life examples. The workshop 
ended with discussions and consultations between the ECD 
officials and representatives of line ministries. 

In addition to the main speakers contributions were also made 
by Mr. Jean-Eric Holtzapfel, Charge d’affaires, ECD to 
Belarus, Mr. Leonid Orlov, NCU director, Mr. Vladimir Belitsky, 
TANCU project senior expert and Mr. Boris Smolin, TANCU 
project team leader. 
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NCU website www.cu4eu.net 

Since April 1st, the NCU website has been updated daily. The website 
contains current information on the instruments and programmes of EU 
assistance to Belarus, daily news, NCU advisory materials and information 
on upcoming events. Within the last three months visits to the website have 
tripled to 600 visitors per month. 

The NCU website www.cu4eu.net is now an easily accessible source of 
current information on EU assistance to Belarus for all stakeholders.  

 

Meeting of the Inter-Ministerial Coordination Council on Cross-Border 
Cooperation with Neighbouring Countries (CBC Council) 

The meeting of the CBC Council took place on April 3rd at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Minsk. Mr. Leonid Orlov, NCU director, delivered a report 
regarding the “Participation of Belarus in EU Programmes as well as in the 
Activities of the Regional and Sub-regional European Organizations”. 

In the discussion of the report the following members of the CBC Council 
took part: Mr. I. Belchik, Head of Unit for Cooperation with International 
Organizations and Coordination of Technical Assistance (MOE), Mr. V. 
Gaysik, Ambassador at Large (MFA) and Ms. I. Zhorova, Head of 
International Cooperation Unit at the Department of External Economic 
Relations of the Economic Committee (Gomel Executive Committee). 
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This bulletin has been prepared with the assistance of the EU Tacis 
project “Support to the National Coordinating Unit in Belarus” 
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Seminar on Practical Aspects of Developing and 

Implementing International Technical Assistance Projects 
and Programmes, and Participation in them (Seminar) 

The seminar took place on April 10th, and was attended by 
NCU and the TANCU project experts. The speakers included 
Mr. I. Belchik, Head of Unit for Cooperation with International 
Organizations and Coordination of Technical Assistance 
(MOE), Ms. O. Mandrik, representative of the Ministry of 
Taxation, Mr. V. Belitsky, TANCU project expert and Mr. A. 

Pinigin, Project Manager for the UNDP project “Assistance in 
enhancing effectiveness of the international technical 
cooperation of Belarus on the basis of harmonization of 
national regulations with donor regulations”. 
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Monitoring of EU assistance projects 

NCU experts with the assistance of the TANCU project started 
monitoring EU projects in Belarus by visiting the Ministry for 
Emergencies and the Public Charity Organization “Belarusian 
Children’s Hospice”. Four projects were monitored during the 
month. NCU and TANCU project experts started preparing 
guidelines and recommendations on EU project implemen-
tation for Belarusian recipients of assistance. 

Gomel Economic Forum 

On May 21st the NCU director attended the Economic Forum 
in Gomel. As guest speaker Mr. Orlov gave a presentation on 
the opportunities available for EU assistance in the Gomel 
region and Belarus in general. 

Study Tour to Brussels 
Organizers: NCU, EU TANCU project 

A study tour to Brussels took place from May 25th to 29th. 
Among the participants were Mr. Aleksei Aleshin, Head of the 

International Law Department (Ministry of Justice), Ms. 
Oksana Grishkevich, Senior Specialist, Department of 
Technical Regulation and Standardization (State Committee 
for Standardization), Mr. Sergei Gutovets, Third Secretary,  
European Integration Unit of the European Cooperation 
Department (Ministry for Foreign Affairs), Mr. Artur Kanus, 
Advisor, International Cooperation Department (Council of 
Ministers), Mr. Stepan Polonik, Director, Economic Research 
Institute (Ministry of Economy), Ms. Ella Selitskaya, Head of 
the Legal Department (Ministry of Taxation), Mr. Vladimir 
Shevchenok, Deputy Head, Department for Cooperation with 
International Organizations and Coordination of Technical 
Assistance (Ministry of Economy), NCU and TANCU experts. 

The group visited the Committee of the Regions, The 

European Commission, including DG RELEX, DG AIDCO, and 
the Executive Agency for Education, Audiovisual & Culture 
and the Council of the European Union. 

Personal contacts established with EC officials during the visit 
provided Belarusian officials with a more immediate means of 
resolving queries. Since the visit, NCU and line ministry staffs 
have a much better understanding of the structure and 
organization of the Commission services, which deal with EU 
assistance to Belarus. 
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The launching summit of the Eastern Partnership initiative took place on 
May 7th in Prague and was attended by a delegation from Belarus. 

Five transport projects were approved in the 2nd Call for Proposals of the 
«Baltic Sea Region» Programme. One of the projects implies participation 
of the Belarusian partner. 

On June 8th  the Council of Europe opened an Information Point in Minsk.  

On June 22nd Ms. Benita Ferrero-Waldner, Commissioner for External 
Relations and European Neighbourhood Policy came to Minsk on an official 
visit for the first time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


